Bill Coons

FAA Aviation Safety Counselor….Great lakes Region.

On March 20 1990, I installed spacers in my Ercoupe and applied for a field approval. It
was approved immediately. A no brainer, they said. The FAA inspector that signed off on
the 337 had rebuilt several Coupes and agreed that it was indeed an improvement in
safety. That was 17 years ago, and hundreds of Coupe owners have installed them with
immediate success.
When the Ercoupes started switching to dual forks on the nose wheel, the wheel size was
larger and when the nose went up, the tail went down. Simple logic. When that happened,
the apparent specifications changed also. No more was the aircraft sitting level on the
ground with the tail 75 inches above the ground. It looked rather anemic.
Worse, the ground handling qualities suffered. With the tail low, the Coupe would try to
take off prematurely, and would, if you didn’t shove the yoke forward. With the spacers
to raise the tail to slightly over 75 inches, you could roll down the runway at any speed,
with the yoke at neutral and rotate only when you wanted to. Also, the view over the nose
was enhanced.
Landing, especially in a cross wind was improved considerably. When the main wheels
touched and the nose was lowered to the ground, the wings took on a very slight negative
angle of attack and the Coupe stayed on the ground at any landing speed, refusing to
become airborne again, and all this with the yoke in the neutral position. The upwind
wing would also stay on the ground better. This has been hashed over in the past so I will
not dwell on it, only to say that published techniques apply and the crosswind landings
are greatly improved. I might add here, and this is VERY important. The donuts and air
pressure in the tires MUST be up to specs or you will be wasting your time, and possibly
have it do it all over again at another time..
The spacers are available at Skyport. I had specified 7/16 and that will solve the majority
of the cases. You will also receive a copy of the 337.
I know that some are not receptive to using spacers and that is ok. If you have learned to
fly your Coupe like that, then so be it, but consider this. On the take off roll the position
of the yoke should be neutral. This gives the pilot a full range of up and down available.
With a low tail, the resulting down elevator correction, it establishes a new neutral
position, and leaves very little, if any, down elevator left for emergencies. Also with the
tail low, you are required to hold down elevator just to stay on the ground. Who knows
how much??? If you are willing to go to those extremes to make it behave properly then
it is up to you. All I can ask is WHY???
The addition of spacers to bring the airplane back to level does nothing to change the
specs of the airplane. It only puts the Coupe back in to the original design specifications.

